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Lyle and Roberta Johnson –  
The Lyle and Roberta Johnson project is a 196 acre conservation easement located west 
of River Falls in the Kinni Canyon area. This is a working family farm that sits on both 
sides of the Kinnickinnic River. The property contains floodplain forest, goat prairies, 
oak savannas, rare plant species, productive agricultural soils, scenic vistas, especially the 
portion of the property that is seen from the Kinni by trout fishermen, canoeists, and 
kayakers. The views from the river that are protected by the project are awe-inspiring.  

The project protects the water quality of the Kinni, protects over a mile of Kinni river 
front, and allows for public access from the river on a majority of the riverfront. The 
property connects to the Tom Johnson conservation easement project. 
The diverse topography and plant communities found on the property provide for 
significant wildlife habitat, including songbirds, deer, and wild turkey. The project helps 
maintain quality trout habitat for a significant distance of the Kinni. 

Status: Conservation easement closed, raising funds to retire line of credit. 



 
Dwayne and Lois Johnson Family Trust aka Tom Johnson 
The Tom Johnson project is a 127 acre conservation easement located west of River Falls 
in the Kinni Canyon area. This is a working family farm that borders the Kinnickinnic 
River and Mann Valley Creek.  

The project borders and links Glen Park, the Lyle and Roberta Johnson conservation 
easement, and the Foster Cemetery Conservation Park. The property contains a small 
tributary to the Kinni, 2,150 feet of Kinni river front, the final 1,950 feet of Mann Valley 
Creek as it flows into the Kinni.  The riverfront along the Kinni is open for public access 
from the river. 

The property contains productive agricultural soils, diverse wildlife habitat, goat prairies, 
oak savannas, rare plant species, scenic vistas, especially the portion of the property that 
is seen from the Kinni by trout fishermen, canoeists, and kayakers. Beautiful cliffs and 
forests can be seen by river users.  

Status: Conservation easement closed and paid for. 
  



 

 
Steve and Peg Rohl 
The Steve and Peg Rohl family farm is a 58 acre “Certified Organic Farm” located along 
Highway 29/35 south of River Falls. The property provides protection of scenic vistas for 
people driving along Highway 29/35, oak woodlands, and important farm soils. 

Status: Conservation easement closed and paid for. 
  



 

 
Eric and Jerilyn Jackson 
The Jackson project is a 45 acre land purchase in the middle of the Lower Canyon of the 
Kinni. KRLT currently owns and manages this property as the Jackson Preserve. The 
property contains goat prairie, oak savanna, floodplain forest and a diversity of other 
plant communities. The property contains important bird and wildlife habitat along with 
over 3,460 feet of Kinni river front. The property is open to the public for various 
recreational opportunities including walking access into the middle of the Kinni Canyon. 
The project also connects to the Manion property and a private parcel protected with a 
conservation easement for a linked area of protected properties of ~2,200 acres. 

Status: KRLT preserve closed and paid for. 
  



 

 
Manion Family Limited Partnership aka Manion 
The Manion property is located west of River Falls along County Road FF in the Town of 
Clifton. This project is a 232 acre land purchase with the portion of the property located 
north of County Road FF being protected with a conservation easement and owned and 
managed by family farmers and the portion of the property south of County Road FF 
being transferred to WIDNR as the Manion Family Wildlife Management Area. 
The northern portion will protect important farm soils and scenic beauty. The southern 
portion is 159 acres and will be managed by WIDNR as a wildlife management area with 
the rare oak savannas and goat prairies being restored as well as the remainder of the 
property being converted to prairie flowers and grasses. 

The property contains beautiful views of the forested hillsides from County Road FF, 
wildlife habitat, rolling topography, rare plant communities, and high points where you 
can see all the way into Minnesota looking over the rural landscape of Clifton Township. 
Visitors will be able to cross country ski, hunt, and hike. 
The property is also connected to the Jackson Preserve and the larger protected complex 
of properties described under the Jackson Preserve.  

Status: Land acquisition closed, raising funds to retire line of credit. Portion sold to 
private parties with conservation easements and portion in process to WIDNR for 
wildlife area. 
  



 
Mike Miller and Susan Goode 
The Miller/Goode conservation easement project is a 26 acre project on the lower 
Kinnickinnic River near the State Park. The project protects an incredible undisturbed 
view along 900 feet of the Kinnickinnic in the Lower Canyon area of the Kinni for 
fishermen, canoeists, kayakers and other river users. The property contains floodplain 
forest, rare goat prairies, rock outcroppings, gorgeous white pines, diverse wildlife 
habitat and over 900 feet of public use of the riverbank of the Kinni. 

Status: Conservation Easement Donation. Closed.  



 

 
Vernon and Rebecca Nagel 
The Nagel project is a 204 acre land purchase located in the Town of Erin Prairie, north 
of the Village of Hammond, in the northern portion of the Kinnickinnic River watershed. 
The project protects restored wetland habitat, prairie habitat and forested habitat. A 
keystone part of this project is the benefit of the habitat on the property for grassland 
birds – the most rapidly declining group of birds. The Nagel’s have observed over 93 
species of birds on this property. This property has been transferred to the WIDNR as the 
Otto Nagel Wildlife Management Area in honor of Vern’s father. The property is open to 
numerous recreational activities including hiking and hunting. 

Status: Closed, paid for and transferred to WIDNR. 
  




